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IIT Professor Jagadeesh Kumar Takes Over As JNU Vice 

Chancellor 

http://www.ndtv.com/delhi-news/iit-professor-jagadeesh-kumar-takes-over-as-jnu-vice-chancellor-

1270757 

New Delhi:  IIT Delhi professor Jagdeesh Kumar today took over the reins of the Jawaharlal Nehru University 

(JNU) from outgoing Vice Chancellor SK Sopory, and asserted his focus would be on strengthening the 

varsity's "heterogeneous" character. 

 

Mr Sopory, a favorite among students and teachers, was given a farewell which was attended by Deans and 

Directors of various schools and departments of the varsity. 

A molecular biologist, Mr Sopory began his academic career in 1973 as a faculty at JNU's School of Life 

Sciences. 

 

From making the governance at varsity paperless to resumption of the students' union, Mr Sopory is credited 

with introducing several new departments and courses besides revamping the sexual harassment policy of the 

university which now also has penalty provisions for fake cases. 

 

Taking a strong stand, Mr Sopory had also lashed out at comments made by a pro-RSS journal that the JNU was 

home to "huge anti-national block", saying the varsity is home to "intellectuals" and not anti-nationals and has 

contributed considerably to nation building. 

 

The new vice chancellor, Jagadeesh Kumar, who was a professor of electrical engineering at the Indian Institute 

of Technology, Delhi, said his focus will be on "nation building" and strengthening the varsity's heterogeneous 

character. 

 

President Pranab Mukherjee, as Visitor of all central universities, had selected Mr Kumar from a panel of four 

eminent persons, including scientist VS Chauhan, coordinator of the National Centre of Applied Human 

Genetics, JNU, RNK Bamezai and Ramakrishna Ramaswamy of the Department of Physical Sciences, JNU. 

 

Mr Kumar, a karate expert, was born in Mamidala, Nalgonda district, Andhra Pradesh. 

 

He was also the organising chairman of Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering GATE, 2012, with the overall 

responsibility of organising the test across India in 860 centers spread over 170 cities/towns. 

http://www.ndtv.com/delhi-news/iit-professor-jagadeesh-kumar-takes-over-as-jnu-vice-chancellor-1270757
http://www.ndtv.com/delhi-news/iit-professor-jagadeesh-kumar-takes-over-as-jnu-vice-chancellor-1270757
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Govin Capital signs agreement with IIT Madras Incubation 

Cell 

http://www.livemint.com/Companies/CN3PObKEta47N9FSrWT1VL/Govin-Capital-signs-agreement-with-IIT-

Madras-Incubation-Cel.html 

Govin Capital to accelerate Med-tech and Life-Sciences start-ups from the wider IITM community  

Chennai: Singapore-based Govin Capital signed an agreement with Indian Institute of Technology Madras 

Incubation Cell to offer Bio-Entrepreneurial education and accelerate Med-tech and Life-Sciences start-ups 

from the wider IITM community.  

Govin Capital is focused on early-stage medtech and technology startups in Singapore and India will also be 

mentoring start-ups at IITM’s bio-incubator and medtech Incubator and organize events such as boot camps in 

venture financing and private equity.  

IIT Madras Incubation Cell seeks to nurture technology and knowledge based ventures through their start-up 

phase by providing the necessary support to help survive and scale forward in the competitive market space.  

 

http://www.livemint.com/Companies/CN3PObKEta47N9FSrWT1VL/Govin-Capital-signs-agreement-with-IIT-Madras-Incubation-Cel.html
http://www.livemint.com/Companies/CN3PObKEta47N9FSrWT1VL/Govin-Capital-signs-agreement-with-IIT-Madras-Incubation-Cel.html
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IISc research offers hope for those with Alzheimer's 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/IISc-research-offers-hope-for-those-with-
Alzheimers/articleshow/50750326.cms 
 
Dr Vijayalakshmi Ravindranath, chairperson at Centre for Neuro Sciences at IISc, is using an extract of the ashwagandha 
root (an ayurvedic plant extract) on mice with Alzheimer's disease. Her preliminary finding is that it can reverse memory 
loss. 
The Tatas have pledged an Rs 75 crore grant for the research being done on the IISc campus. 

vergin coconut oils is very good for ppl suffering from alziemers . 4 tablespoon full 3 times a day will show positive r... 

Read Moreash 

"Research worldwide both in pharmaceutical companies and academia have failed to find a cure for Alzheimer's disease. 

There is far less optimism as most drugs have failed in clinical trials. We need to leverage the knowledge base of the 

traditional system of medicine, such as ayurveda, which have been practised for more than 2,000 years. Understanding 

the knowledge base of these systems of medicine and using it effectively in the modern context is essential as we are set 

to see a  

"We are now purifying the mixture and reducing the effective dose. What is interesting is the way the ashwagandha 

worked in the mice. The extract did not work directly on the brain. Instead it enhanced a protein in the liver that is 

broken down and released into the blood to act as a sink for the amy- loid and helps pull out the amyloid from the 

brain,'' she added. 

The 2015 Nobel Prize for medicine was won by Chinese scientist Tu You- you's for her discovery of artemisinin, a drug 

based on traditional Chinese herbal medicine. The drug is now part of standard anti-malarial regimens. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/IISc-research-offers-hope-for-those-with-Alzheimers/articleshow/50750326.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/IISc-research-offers-hope-for-those-with-Alzheimers/articleshow/50750326.cms
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IISc scientists work on tool for 3D sketching 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/525573/iisc-scientists-work-tool-3d.html 

Bengaluru, Jan 28, 2016, DHNS 

Can dramatically reduce product development time 

 

Scientists at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) are working on a high-tech 3D sketching tool that will 

allow designers to sketch on a 3D canvas with better precision and control.  
 

This, scientists say, will not only eliminate the need to convert 2D sketches into 3D format but also help save 

time while providing designers creative freedom. Dibaker Sen, Associate Professor, Centre for Product Design 

and Manufacturing, IISc, who is also one of the authors of the study, told Deccan Herald that this tool can 

dramatically reduce the product development time while eliminating many concept level mistakes right in the 

beginning. 

 

The tool will also be equipped with stereoscopic vision to control the inability to touch and feel a 3D sketch and 

haptic feedback, a technology used in touch screens of smart phones. 

 

Although such technologies already exist, they are do not provide users precision and control while creating 

strokes in 3D and lack a certain ‘feel of control’ during the sketching process, say scientists. IISc scientists are 

now working on an interactive 3D sketching tool that could provide visual feedback, a feel of the object while 

sketching and enhance a designers abilities to make efficient product sketches while designing a new product. 

The tool could also provide the designer the creative freedom to explore the new design.  

 

Researchers have also used algorithms such as curve fitting, where the jagged freehand sketches could be made 

into smooth and orderly curves.  

 

These algorithms provide a platform which leverages the advantages of both sketch and computer aided design, 

thus allowing for clear images while maintaining the creative freedom of sketching.  

 

Prasad S Onkar from Department of Design at IIT, Hyderabad is also working in collaboration to create this 

tool. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/525573/iisc-scientists-work-tool-3d.html
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AICTE reduces land requirement for opening engineering 

schools 

http://www.livemint.com/Home-Page/y1l07pcehZ0EKmuiRdloEK/Land-AICTE.html 

New tech colleges can be set up on 1.5 acres in cities, 7.5 acres in rural areas, down from 2.5 and 10 acres 

respectively  

New Delhi: Technical education regulator the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) has reduced 

the land requirement to set up engineering schools, along with ushering in measures to improve quality, 

facilitate closure of ailing schools and tide over chronic shortage of teachers. 

According to the new approval process document that AICTE has prepared for technical schools for the coming 

academic year, new engineering colleges can come up on just 1.5 acres of land in mega and metro cities and on 

7.5 acres in rural areas. Mint has reviewed a copy of the document.  

Earlier, the requirement was 2.5 acres and 10 acres, respectively. 

The move is seen as an attempt by the AICTE to tide over land crunch in the country and also reflects the new 

thinking that the horizontal sprawl of an educational institution is no longer required in the present context.  

Instead, institutions have been encouraged to go vertical, up to 10 storeys, provided building by-laws in the 

region allow such construction. 

The AICTE move, applicable from this year, comes ahead of a similar exercise that the human resource 

development (HRD) ministry was mulling for Indian Institutes of Technology, Indian Institutes of Management 

and central universities.  

That plan is yet to be finalized. 

http://www.livemint.com/Home-Page/y1l07pcehZ0EKmuiRdloEK/Land-AICTE.html
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“For the past year, HRD ministry has been debating about reduction in land requirement. AICTE administration 

believes horizontal sprawl is no more possible or desirable in education sector,” said a government official, 

requesting anonymity. 

Under the new approval manual, the regulator has decided to grant affiliation to technical institutions, such as 

engineering and management schools, for a minimum period of three years if at least 50% of the courses offered 

by them have been accredited by the National Board of Accreditation (NBA). Right now, all technical institutes 

are required to apply for fresh affiliation every year from the AICTE. 

The NBA, autonomous body under the HRD ministry, accredits individual courses.  

Technical schools, especially the reputed ones, have been demanding affiliation for longer duration. 

“In the case of institutions having at least 50% of eligible courses accredited by NBA, and if the valid 

accreditation period is more than one year, that is, up to 10 April 2017, the period of approval for such 

institutions shall be for a period of a minimum of three years, or the academic year up to which the accreditation 

is valid—whichever is more,” stated the AICTE document. It has also made NBA accreditation an enabler for 

increasing student intake and starting courses. 

Some 11,000 technical schools function under the purview of AICTE. 

The regulator has also brought in a measure allowing for “progressive closure”, under which ailing technical 

schools will find it easier to shut shop. It will allow an educational entrepreneur to shut a college over a period 

of time. The move will thus take care of students who have already taken admission. 

“The institute may apply for complete closure or progressive closure. In the case of complete closure, the 

institute shall be closed completely in one instance. In the case of progressive closure, closure at the first-year 

http://www.livemint.com/Home-Page/y1l07pcehZ0EKmuiRdloEK/Land-AICTE.html
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level shall be allowed in the current academic year. The subsequent years of working shall lapse at the end of 

each academic year progressively,” the regulator said in the document. 

The move is in line with the AICTE’s plan to cut the number of engineering and management schools that have 

mushroomed in the last few years. It aims to reduce total number of undergraduate engineering seats by as 

much as 40%, or by 600,000, over the next few years by facilitating the closure of institutes, Mint reported on 

20 September. 

Besides, it has allowed technical schools to have 20% guest faculty, a move that both education providers and 

administrators believe will address the teacher crunch and improve industry collaborations. 

The AICTE said that 20% of the teaching staff in a technical school can be appointed as adjunct faculty, or 

resource persons, from industry. 

“The 20% relaxation in faculty recruitment will allow us to bring people with industry experience. This will 

improve the industry-academia relationship and help tide over teaching staff shortage,” said R. Panicker, the 

director general of Indo Global Colleges, a chain of private professional colleges in Punjab. 

Arundhati Bhattacharya appointed chairperson of IIM 
Sambalpur  
 
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/arundhati-bhattacharya-appointed-chairpersoniim-
sambalpur_5153181.html 
 
Arundhati Bhattacharya has been named the chairperson of Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Sambalpur for the 
next five years starting January 15.Arundhati Bhattacharya has been named the chairperson of Indian Institute of 
Management (IIM), Sambalpur for the next five years starting January 15. | 2 Comments Arundhati Bhattacharya 
appointed chairperson of IIM Sambalpur SBI chief Arundhati Bhattacharya has been appointed as the chairperson of the 
Society and Board of Governors of IIM Sambalpur, according to an official release. Arundhati Bhattacharya has been 
named the chairperson of Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Sambalpur for the next five years starting January 15. 
She is the first woman to lead an India-based Fortune-500 company and joined the SBI in 1977 as a probationary officer 
and held several positions during her long career at the largest bank of the country. Mentored by IIM Indore, IIM 
Sambalpur is among the six new IIMs which got approval of the government in the 2014-15 budget, the release said. 
Other new IIMs are IIM Vishakhapatanam (Andhra Pradesh), IIM Bodh Gaya (Bihar), IIM Sirmaur (Himachal Pradesh), IIM 
Nagpur (Maharastra) and IIM Amritsar (Punjab). 
 

http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/arundhati-bhattacharya-appointed-chairpersoniim-sambalpur_5153181.html
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/arundhati-bhattacharya-appointed-chairpersoniim-sambalpur_5153181.html


Page 12 of 31 

 

January 27 



Page 13 of 31 

 

 



Page 14 of 31 

 

 



Page 15 of 31 

 



Page 16 of 31 

 

IIM Ahmedabad ranks 24 in FT’s Global MBA Ranking 2016  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/iim-ahmedabad-ranks-24-in-fts-global-mba-ranking-
2016/articleshow/50712545.cms 

MUMBAI: The Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad has been ranked 24th and the Indian School of Business and 
IIM Bangalore have taken 29th and 62nd places respectively in the Financial Times (FT) Global MBA Ranking 2016.  
 
This ranking evaluates the world's best full-time MBA programmes.  
 
IIMA was ranked number one worldwide for career progress of its alumni.  

While IIM Ahmedabad has edged up two places in the overall list from 26th rank last year, ISB has moved up from 33nd 
spot and IIM Bangalore from 82nd last year.  
 
Rankings for the three institutes in 2014 were 30, 36 and 68 respectively.  

INSEAD tops the overall list, marking the first time that a one-year MBA has led the FT Global MBA Ranking. The other 
four places in the top 5 have been taken by Harvard Business School, London Business School, the Wharton School and 
Stanford Graduate School of Business respectively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/iim-ahmedabad-ranks-24-in-fts-global-mba-ranking-2016/articleshow/50712545.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/iim-ahmedabad-ranks-24-in-fts-global-mba-ranking-2016/articleshow/50712545.cms
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IIT Delhi Student Holds National Record for Solving Rubik's 

Cube 

http://www.nyoooz.com/chennai/333604/iit-delhi-student-holds-national-record-for-solving-rubiks-cube 

Summary: The IIT Delhi’s mathematics and computing student holds the national record for solving a Rubik’s 

cube in 6.91 seconds. “My brother bought me my first Rubik’s cube about four years ago from a stationery shop. 

CHENNAI: Akash Rupela has a set of restless fingers — they quiver till they find a Rubik’s cube to devour. A lot of 

kids have a Rubik’s cube at home, but not many know how to solve one. These youngsters solving the cube are 

self-taught — well, nearly anyway. 

CHENNAI: Akash Rupela has a set of restless fingers — they quiver till they find a Rubik’s cube to 

devour. The IIT Delhi’s mathematics and computing student holds the national record for solving a 

Rubik’s cube in 6.91 seconds. What Akash does is called speed-cubing, or in common terms, turning the 

cube so fast that you can only see a blur of colours and fingers and solving it in a matter of seconds. In 

fact, the cube is ‘broken in’ with constant practice and lubricated so that it’s easier to turn.  

 

Finger tricks are also employed — the basic premise is that the sides of a cube can be flicked and turned 

by using just one finger. “My average time is 10 seconds. You can practice and bring down your solving 

speed, but after a point, it gets much tougher,” he says, talking to City Express on the sidelines of 

Shaastra’s Cube Open. Chennai lad Kesava Kirupa Dinakaran, who holds the Guinness World Record 

for most cubes solved in one hour (293), concurs.  

IISc genome expression expert gets Padma Shri 

Chethan Kumar | TNN | Jan 25, 2016, 07.47 PM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/IISc-genome-expression-expert-gets-Padma-

Shri/articleshow/50720829.cms 

BENGALURU: Expertising in Genome Expression, Professor Dipankar Chatterji of the Indian Institute of Science has been 

conferred the Padma Shri.  

Speaking with TOI Chatterji said: "There is a need for speedy release of money and increasing funds for science research 

in the country. While it has been good to see that stipends have been increased, more needs to be done."  

Chatterji earned his BSc and MSc degrees in Chemistry from Jadavpur University, Kolkata and joined the Indian Institute 

of Science under the interdisciplinary programme of Molecular Biology for his PhD in 1973. E.coli is a type of bacteria 

and not protein. It would be great if you can correct this in your article.Ruchi Jhonsa 

He worked for a year here and joined the School of Life Sciences at Hyderabad University as a lecturer in 1978 before 

leaving for the US to carry out postdoctoral work at Albert Einstein College, New York and subsequently at the University 

of New York at Stony Brook.  

In January 1999, he moved to join as a Professor in Molecular Biophysics Unit of Indian Institute of Science (IISc), 

Bangalore and held a Chair of Molecular Biology And Genetics Unit till 2005. He is an Adjunct Professor, Indian Institute 

of Science Education and Research (IISER), Kolkata and a Distinguished Research Professor, Institute of Life Sciences, 

Hyderabad.  

Before his return to IISc in 1999, Chatterji was working with after a stint at Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology 

http://www.nyoooz.com/chennai/333604/iit-delhi-student-holds-national-record-for-solving-rubiks-cube
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Chethan-Kumar-479234511.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/IISc-genome-expression-expert-gets-Padma-Shri/articleshow/50720829.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/IISc-genome-expression-expert-gets-Padma-Shri/articleshow/50720829.cms
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(CCMB), Hyderabad where he worked on transcription mechanism in E. coli, a type of protein. Chatterji's current interest 

includes the role of omega factor in bacterial transcription and genome expression. 

Scientist VK Aatre gets Padma Vibhushan 

Chethan Kumar | TNN | Jan 25, 2016, 05.01 PM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/Scientist-VK-Aatre-gets-Padma-

Vibhushan/articleshow/50718667.cms  

Vasudev Kalkunte Aatre 

BENGALURU: Prominent Scientist Vasudev Kalkunte Aatre, former chief of Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO), has been conferred with the Padma Vibhushan, the second highest civilian award in India.  

 

Speaking to TOI, Aatre, based out of Bengaluru urged scientists not to get bogged down by minor issues. "The issues, 

regardless of what they are must be perceived as challenges and scientists must be committed to the science that they 

are working on. They must realise that their work is for India as a nation," he said.  

 

The former Advisor to the Defence Minister, an alumnus of the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) is among the top 

defence scientists in the country along with people like P Rama Rao, who were key in setting newer challenges and 

goals. Other scientists like Prahalada, D Banerjee and V G Sekaran have all played key roles in the development of DRDO, 

but they came much later.  

 

Born in 1939 at Bangalore, Aatre received BE (Electrical) from University of Mysore in 1961 and ME (Electrical) from 

Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, in 1963, while he completed his PhD (Electrical) by the University of 

Waterloo, Canada, in 1967.  

 

After his PhD, Aatre joined the Technical University of Nova Scotia, Halifax, Canada, and worked till 1980, even as he was 

a visiting professor at IISc. He joined DRDO at the Naval Physical & Oceanographic Laboratory in 1980 and became its 

Director in a quick span in 1984.  

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Chethan-Kumar-479234511.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/Scientist-VK-Aatre-gets-Padma-Vibhushan/articleshow/50718667.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/Scientist-VK-Aatre-gets-Padma-Vibhushan/articleshow/50718667.cms
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Over 80% of engineers in India still unemployable: Survey  

http://www.hindustantimes.com/education/over-80-of-engineers-in-india-still-unemployable-survey/story-

VHSmdFhsKLBwaKDbagUwEK.html  

 

Delhi has produced the highest number of employable engineers followed by Bangalore 

and other states in western India. (Sushil Kumar/HT file Photo)  

 

Despite a record growth in intake of candidates at All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE)-approved 

institutes, not to mention thousands of students trained by private universities, more than 80% of engineers in 

India remain unemployable, reveals a national employability report by Aspiring Minds. 

The survey takes into account more than 150,000 engineering students from over 650 engineering colleges who 

have graduated in 2015 across the country. “The first large scale study on employability was done in 2011 but 

there has been no significant improvement in the last five years,” a press release said. 

Delhi has produced the highest number of employable engineers followed by Bangalore and other states in 

western India.  

Employability: Tier-I versus Tier-2 and 3  

The employability of engineering graduates being produced by colleges in Tier-1 cities records a slight increase 

in all roles except those of sales engineers.  

http://www.hindustantimes.com/education/over-80-of-engineers-in-india-still-unemployable-survey/story-VHSmdFhsKLBwaKDbagUwEK.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/education/over-80-of-engineers-in-india-still-unemployable-survey/story-VHSmdFhsKLBwaKDbagUwEK.html
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Employability Percentage across Tier-1, Tier-2 and Tier-3 Cities (Source: Aspiring Minds)  

Employability by Metros:  

Delhi records the highest employability, followed by Bengaluru, Mumbai and Pune. The southern cities 

however, show no improvement and continue to have the lowest employability figures. 
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Employability percentage in different Metro cities (Source: Aspiring Minds )  

Employability by gender  

Roles of sales engineers, non-IT, associate ITeS/BPO and content developers have slightly higher employability 

of females. Employability indices for males and females are almost equal. 
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Employability of male vs female engineering graduates (Source: Aspiring Minds )  

As per the AICTE approval process handbook 2015-16, in 2010-11, intake in AICTE-approved institutes was 

1,314,594, which rose to 1,903,722 in 2014-15. “Engineering has become the de-facto graduate degree for a 

large chunk of students today. However, along with improving the education standards, it is quintessential that 

we evolve our undergraduate programmes to make them more job centric,” says Varun Aggarwal, CTO 

Aspiring Minds. 
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Growth of intake in AICTE approved institutions in last nine years (Source: AICTE 

Approval Process Handbook (2015 – 2016))  
 

 

 

 

 


